METAPHYSICS   OF  THE  WILL
of animals. Even in the higher animals the specific enormously predominates over the Individual character. Only in man is the Idea objectified in the individual character as such. ' The character of each individual man, so far as it is thoroughly individual and not entirely comprehended in that of the species, may be regarded as a particular Idea, corresponding to a peculiar act of object!vation of the Will.'
Schopenhauer warns us against substituting this philosophical explanation for scientific aetiology. The chain of causes and effects, he points out, is not broken by the differences of the original, Irreducible forces. The aetiology and the philosophy of nature go side by side, regarding the same object from different points of view. Yet he also gives us in relation to his philosophy much that is not unsuggestive scientifically. His doctrine Is not properly evolutionary, since the Ideas are eternal; but he has guarded incidentally against our supposing that all the natural kinds that manifest the Ideas phenomenally must be always represented In. every wnrld. For our particular world, comprising the sun and planets of the solar system, he sets forth in the Parerga an account of the process by which it develops from the nebula to man. This was 37